FAQ

Q: I’m interested, how do I proceed?
A: Let the organization know you are interested in joining and start forming your team asap. Once you have your team, you register, make the downpayment and we reserve your boat. For the timing, look at the question “Whent to book”.
Q: Do we need to have experience with sailing?
A: No not at all. Sailing is rather easy. You need one experienced skipper feeling confident to be in control of the boat and taking responsibility. Furthermore one crew member will have to pull some ropes from time to time, unblock clams and follow the instructions of the skipper. 

Q: How do I form a team and what are the requirements?
A: There are not much requirements for your team. At least two persons should be Vlerick alumnus in order to sail under the Vlerick Alumni flag. If you have a competitive nature, you might want to select your crew in function of their contribution to the racing result. If you are more the fun kind, you can select your crew based on this criterion. 

Q: I’m sensitive to seasickness, is this an issue?
A: No not at all. We will sail on the ‘Oosterschelde’, which is kind of an inside lake. There are no waves like on the North Sea. If you really want to be sure, ask your pharmacist for pills against motion sickness. In case of uncertainty it is always better to take the pills.

Q: What happens when my team is not 6 or 8 persons?
A: You have to register per boat. There is no obligation to completely fill your boat, but the consequence is you will have to spread the cost of the boat over a smaller crew. Having 5 persons on a 6 person boat, increases the price by 1/6th per crew member (but you had already figured this out yourself). On the other hand, there is some more space/luxury on the boat.

Q: How do the sleepovers on the boats work? What do I need for it?
A: Perhaps it is also a good idea to keep in mind a 6 persons boat has two cabins and two seats on the benches in the living space of the boat. For the cabins, you need two persons willing to sleep together. For the benches, it is best not to be larger than 1,75m. You’ll need sleeping bags and a pillow. The lay-outs of the insides of the boats can be found on: http://www.bavaria-yachtbau.com/en/bavaria-home.html
Q: How about showering and toilets?
A: Every boat has a toilet/shower. There are also showers and toilets in the clubhouse when ashore. 

Q: Which clothes do I need?
A: Of course this depends on the weather. The most important rule is not to have shoes with either high heels (women) or black sholes. Sunglasses can come in handy as well.

Q: What’s a regatta? How competitive is it?
A: A regatta is a race on the water. The racing committee determines a starting line (virtual line in between two buoys or other marks) and a circuit. The boats/crews compete each other in trying to pass the finishing line as quick as possible. There are several races during the day. After two days the total result is made. A regatta is both technical and tactical. You need to trim the boat as good as possible and have the best sailing strategy and course. 
Some people are in it for the race, others for the experience or to hang out on the water. How competitive it is is up to you. 

Q: When to book?
A: It is best to book asap. The reason for this is we only have 20 boats. It’s quite impossible to rent more boats on one location. Last year the event was fully booked, and this year we expect to have more interest. Ones the boats are booked, it is impossible to get more boats.  

Q: How is the deal with the skipper?
A: Your boat needs to have an experienced skipper. If you do not have an experienced skipper, we can provide you with one. Prices for this are not yet determined. The skipper arrives on Saturday morning and does not sleep on board.   

